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dream 
“All our dreams can come true, if we have the courage to pursue 

them. If you can visualize it, if you can dream it, there’s some 

way to do it.”  

—Walt Disney 

OUR MISSION 
Imua Family Services’ mission is to, “Empower children and their 
families to reach their full poten al.” Our programs and staff assist 
children and their families to overcome developmental learning 
challenges in their most cri cal forma ve years using play‐based 
instruc on designed to help them move forward.  
 

OUR GOAL 
Our goal is to be the premier early childhood development organiza on 
for par cipants, donors, volunteers, and for the county of Maui and State 
of Hawaii. We invite you to join us in inves ng in the future of a 
community where all children with intellectual and developmental 
disabili es are embraced, supported and included so that they reach 
their full poten al.  
 

OUR FUTURE - IS NOW 
A state of the art comprehensive children’s development facility 
incorpora ng clinical and outdoor naturalis c learning environments, 
featuring hands‐on ac vi es, programs, and monthly events on nearly 
seven acres of indoor and outdoor space. The facility will inspire each 
child’s growth and development through explora ons of natural 
environments, science, and art that cap vate the inquisi ve and growing 
minds of children ages birth to age eight. 

TEACHES 
Dean Wong 
Executive Director 



TIMELINE 

74 YEARS OF SERVICE 

 
 
 

BUILDS 
CONNECTIONS 

OUR SERVICES 
 
We provide a wide range of services serving children from birth to age eight, including: 

 Infant & Early Childhood Development Services  ‐ Serving children from birth to age eight 

 Newborn Hearing Screenings ‐ Early iden fica on and interven on for newborns 

 Imua Au sm Services ‐ Serving children with ASD to age eight 

 Imua Inclusion Preschool ‐ Teaching all children together regardless of their ability level 

 Camp Imua ‐ A week‐long camping experience for children with special needs and disabili es 

 Dream Imua ‐ A program for children in crisis which grants them an opportunity to dream dreams 

 Kokua Outreach ‐ in partnership with Med‐QUEST to assist individuals needing to obtain health insurance 

Organized in 1947 by Margaret Cameron and parents of children suffering the 
impacts of Polio as the Maui Branch of the Hawaii Chapter of the Na onal Society 
of Crippled Children and Adults. Imua Family Services is proud of its 74 year 
history of mee ng the needs of children, assis ng our community, and crea ng 
posi ve futures. Imua also stands out in its successful local and statewide 
advocacy efforts to address the broad range of needs of our vulnerable children 
and their families. Imua’s experienced staff of early childhood professionals, 
dedicated volunteers, and suppor ve community partners strategically 
concentrate our efforts to create the deepest impact in order to best demonstrate 
inclusive educa on and community, provide culturally competent services, and 
empower families. 



1947 Dream—The Maui Branch 
of the Hawaii Chapter of the 
Na onal Society of Crippled 
Children and Adults was first 
housed in a co age located 
behind the old Kaunoa School in 
Spreckelsville.  

1950 Dream—Became the Easter 
Seals Society. 

1973 Dream—Moved to the J. Walter  
Cameron Center and provided an 
outdoor warm‐water pool for children 
and adults with chronic disabili es. 
Began comprehensive infant 
development services in coopera on 
with the State of Hawaii Department 
of Health. 

STRENGTHENS 
FAMILIES 

Nature and outdoor learning has the power to make 
children healthier, happier, and more ready to learn. 

But over the last few genera ons, childhood has moved indoors, leaving kids 
disconnected from the natural world around them. This worldwide trend has 
profound implica ons for children’s healthy development—and the future of 
our planet. 

Imua Discovery Garden will be an extension of Imua Family Services on Maui, 
Molokai, and Lanai. Restoring and reinven ng the Yokouchi Estate’s 6.09 acre 
property will allow us to create "nature play spaces" encompassing natural 
learning grounds, outdoor classrooms, an outdoor amphitheater, family 
nurturing spaces, and gardens where kids can connect, play, and learn in 
nature.  

Addi onally, Imua will open a second state‐of‐the‐art Inclusion Preschool, 
doubling our preschool program capacity. The campus will also feature a 
Clinical Residence offering temporary housing for incoming specialized 
therapists facilita ng an easier transi on to working on Maui. 



1976 Dream—Camp Imua is founded 
by Penny Elkins and agency 
volunteers as an annual week‐long 
recrea onal camp for children with 
disabili es and special needs. 

1978 Dream—One of many 
fundraising events over the years, the 
Carole Kai Bed Race in Kaʻanapali 
included a parade and a racted a 
crowd of 4,000. The winning team 
from Star Ice qualified to move on to 
the final Bed Race in Waikiki. The 
event raised $3,600 for the agency.  

1979 Dream—Became an 
independent non‐profit agency 
known as The Society for Crippled 
Children and Adults of Maui County 
and became a member of Maui 
United Way. 

THE ORIGIN 
 

In 2017, the staff and Board of Directors of Imua Family Services developed a five‐year plan to grow programs 
that would serve more families and encompass a more fluid experience. Included in the plan was the goal of 
acquiring an inclusive campus that could provide the community with improved and more accessible services 
along with educa onal and recrea onal ac vi es. The vision was to create a campus that would help increase 
func onal, social, and emo onal skills for those who access services and to offer more naturalis c learning 
environments a uned to Imua’s model of inclusion. 
 

THE DREAM 
 

Imua’s dream for the Discovery Garden is to inspire children while they learn and grow and to equip parents and 
teachers with a safe naturalis c environment where learners of all abili es can develop at their own pace. Our 
“Nature Play Spaces” encompass playgrounds, childcare centers, an open‐air amphitheater, family picnic spaces, 
and gardens where kids can connect, play, and learn outdoors. Mud tables, interac ve walls, ac vity panels, and 
sensory gardens will be designed so children with disabili es can play alongside their able‐bodied friends and 
siblings. These unique grounds will promote acceptance and compassion – both important values for children to 
embrace. 
 

THE LOCATION 
 

Located in the Wailuku Historic District, the former Yokouchi Estate was designed by Charles William Dickey, 
one of Hawaii’s most prominent 20th century architects. The estate boasts beau ful grounds along with 
tradi onal 1938 architecture. No one man has more central place in Hawaii’s architectural history than Charles 
William Dickey (1871‐1942). Born of a kamaʻaina family (his maternal grandfather was the Reverend William P. 
Alexander, missionary), he grew up on Maui, graduated from the Massachuse s Ins tute of Technology in 1859, 
and prac ced architecture in Honolulu from 1895 to 1904. “It is fi ng that the legacy of this property would 
now become a place of discovery, to serve and touch the lives of children and families here for decades to 
come.” says Dean Wong, Imua Family Execu ve Director. 



1991 Dream—Agency name 
changed to Imua Rehab. Imua is 
the Hawaiian word meaning “move 
forward.” 

2003 Dream—Changed agency 
name to Imua Family Services to 
reflect the evolu on of services 
provided to the community. 

2012 Dream—The first Fantasia 
Ball takes place, redesigning 
Imua’s annual gala and ushering 
in a new era of successful 
fundraising events. 

Your generosity is changing children’s stories and families’ lives... 

Help Build a Space of Beauty and Community 

Picnic tables and benches will provide visitors to Imua Discovery Garden a place to relax and enjoy their 
surroundings. Made completely of recycled materials, and with a 20‐year lifespan, these pieces will reside 
beneath the expansive shade of our centuries‐old Monkey Pod trees for many years to come. To help cover 
the cost of shipping and assembly, naming opportuni es are available at $2500.00 for each of the four 
benches and four picnic tables. A plaque “in honor of” or “in memory of” a person of your choosing will be 
affixed to each unit that you sponsor. Please contact Patricia Morton at pmorton@imuaamily.org to take 
advantage of this unique opportunity. 



2015 Dream—Moved into the 
Imua Family Services Early 
Childhood Development Center in 
Kahului in the renovated Maui 
Land and Pineapple Building. 

2020 Dream—A state‐of‐the‐art outdoor 
campus for Maui will be an important haven 
for special needs infants, toddlers, and 
preschool students, as well as their parents, 
siblings, extended family members, caregivers, 
and educators. 

2016 Dream—Opened new Imua 
Family Services office in Kaunakakai 
to serve the children of Molokai. 

Join the Million Dreams 
Campaign! 

You can Dream Big with us by helping to restore 
a Maui treasure – bringing it to life for the en re 
community to enjoy and making it a place where 
young children will connect in ways to help them 
fulfill their full poten al. 

We are ready. We have the vision, the plans, and 
much of our funding in hand, but we need your 
support to build the dream that will give our 
youngest, most precious ci zens the jump‐start 
they need to succeed. 

A gi  of any amount is deeply appreciated. Gi s 
above $5,000.00 will be recognized in a 
permanent way through signage to be 
prominently displayed at the new Will Smith 
Imua Family Discovery Garden. 

Your gi  will go toward purchase, restora on, 
renova on, and revitalizing construc on as well 
as toward needed fixtures, furnishings, and 
equipment. Plus, we will set aside 10% for a 
maintenance endowment to help maintain and 
sustain our new facili es. 

Your generous gi  to help build the Imua Family 
Discovery Garden is an investment that will yield 
benefits for genera ons. Thank you for making 
dreams come true. 

A Million Dreams Capital Campaign Goal: $5.5 M 

Grants and Pledges Amount ($) 

Will Smith Founda on (Launch Gi ) 2,200,000.00 

Kaanapali Kai, Inc. 700,000.00 

Emerald Club Realty 5,000.00 

Remaining Funds to be Raised 1,591,469.88 

Prouty Family Giving Fund 5,000.00 

Kosasa Founda on 250,000.00 

REAP Founda on 10,000.00 

Bendon Family Founda on  25,000.00 

Leslie‐Ann Yokouchi Founda on 30,000.00 

Roddenberry Founda on 30,000.00 

Wanderlust Fund 30,000.00 

Stable Road Founda on 50,000.00 

The Rainbow Sparkle Founda on 50,000.00 

Other individual/corp. contribu ons 32,530.12 

helping them move forward and to reach their full poten al! 



 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

David Yarbrough—President Makai HR  

Russell Adkins, CPA—VP & Corporate Secretary Maui Brewing Co. 

Erin Wade—VP & Asst. Corporate Secretary Community Planner 

Ivo DeWilde—Vice President Wildco Construc on Inc. 

Josh Farrell‐Starbuck, MD—Director Maui Medical Group 

Dean Duque—Director First Hawaiian Bank 

Felicitas Livaudais, MD—Director Kaiser Permanente 

Amanda Prouty—Director Minit Medical 

Caleb P. Rowe—Director A orney 

Marsha Sharpe—Director SongDivision 

Sco  Whelchel, LMFT—Director LMFT 

Leslie Ann Yokouchi—Director Be er Homes & Gardens 

Susan Moulton—Honorary Director Will Smith Founda on 

Roy Yamaguchi—Honorary Director Roy’s Restaurants Hawaii 

Mahalo nui loa for your continued support! 
Consider a gift, keep in touch, and participate with us at: 

www.imuafamily.org 
www.imuagarden.org 

 
Join the over 5,100 people following Imua Family on Social Media 

 
Imua Family Services  
161 S. Wakea Ave. 
Kahului, HI 96732 
P: (808) 244‐7467 
F: (808) 242‐4762 
E: discovery@imuafamily.org 
W: www.imuagarden.org 

BUILDS 
FUTURES 

Making memories 
since 1976 

Making dreams 
come true 

Including all children 
at every level 


